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" But they are all here, are they not ? " said I,
He clicked his thumbnail against his teeth in the
expressive gesture of the Arab, and told me that he
had not a single man with him except his own
thirty followers. This was an unexpected blow.
I quite realised by now that to get guns and a
regular escort out of the Sherifian Army needed a
certain amount of patience., but it had never struck
me that there was any chance of the Bedouin not
being ready. There was nothing to be done but to
go back once more to Feisal and find out what
prospect, if any, there was of the Bedouin ever
starting. After a hurried meal with Peake I rode
back again in the dark to Fagieh. I found out from
Nuri that the company had actually arrived in the
meanwhile, and most unwisely told him that there
had been an unexpected delay and that Sherif
Nasir would not be starting next morning. " God
has brought you," he cried. cc The accursed Turks
are again in Abu Jerdun, but I propose to drive
them out the day after to-morrow, and should be
grateful for the loan of your camels to take water to
the attacking force."
Foreseeing at least two more days5 delay for my
Bedouin, I agreed to this, on the understanding that
the camels should bring the company without fail
to Dosag, a rendezvous on the Towana road, by
nightfall on the second day. I also promised Nuri
to get him aeroplanes and armoured cars to co-
operate in the attack on Abu Jerdun, and arranged
that I myself, with Peake, Hornby, and the guns,
even if no Bedouin had turned up by that time,
would make a simultaneous diversion north of
Aneiza, cutting the line and firing .the guns, whether
we had a target for them or not. The result of this